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INTRODUCTION OF CHINA INTERNATIONAL SMALL AND MEDIUM ENTERPRISES FAIR
I. What is CISMEF

Approved by the State Council of the People’s Republic of China, China International Small and Medium Enterprises Fair (hereafter referred to as CISMEF) was launched in 2004. Co-hosted by the Ministry of Industry and Information Technology, the State Administration for Industry and Commerce, the People’s Government of Guangdong Province and other departments in China, it is held every autumn in Guangzhou, Guangdong Province, China, and now CISMEF has been successfully held for 12 sessions. It is an UFI approved event. 
With government support and market operation, CISMEF is a non-profit exhibition that aims to build a platform of "display, trade, exchange and cooperation" for SMEs worldwide so as to increase understanding, strengthen cooperation, expand exchanges and strike common development for China's SMEs and their foreign counterparts, which enhance the healthy development of SMEs in China. With the highest level, largest scale and most wide-ranging influence in the Asia-Pacific region, CISMEF has enjoyed the support of many countries. Since 2005, the fair has been co-hosted with some countries and international organization, including France, Italy, Japan, South Korea, Spain, Australia, Thailand, Ecuador, Vietnam, Indonesia, UN Office for South-South Cooperation, Mexico and Malaysia. Furthermore, the Participation Mechanism of ASEM Members and Central & Eastern European Countries involve more SMEs from wider range of industries and countries into the platform of CISMEF. As a result, CISMEF provides valuable opportunities for SMEs to learn from one another and strengthen exchange and cooperation. 

Since CISMEF was held for the first time, in each session there was an exhibition area of more than 100,000 square meters, among which, no less than 1000 booths with an area of more than 20,000 square meters was for enterprises outside China mainland. Every year there was about 200,000 visits for this fair. Besides the function of display and trade as an ordinary fair dose, CISMEF is also an effective cooperation platform for governments both in China and foreign countries to enhance the development of SMEs. During the fair, Chinese government releases the new policies and measures regarding the promotion of SME development; the organizing institutions of both China and co-hosting countries jointly hold SME Forum and other concerned activities so as to exchange the experience of supporting SMEs development; governments from different nations display various platforms (systems) specifically set up for SMEs such as training programs and financing services, etc.; co-hosts invite foreign embassies in China and foreign consulates general in Guangzhou to attend the International SME Cooperation Seminar to discuss on the hot issues and difficulties related to SME development.
The 12th China International SME Fair (CISMEF) kicked off in Guangzhou on October 10. Under the theme of "Intelligent Wisdom & Energy Conversation", the fair this year innovatively was held in two venues for 4 sessions at different time. In the 1st Session on October 10-13, International show, Provinces (autonomous region and municipality) Exhibition and Energy Conservation Exhibition were held at PWTC Expo, which showcased characteristic products, technologies and services of SMEs from home and abroad; in the other three sessions, three specialized shows: Intelligent Manufacturing & Equipment Exhibition (October 15-18), Smart Building Materials & Home Decorations Fair (October 23-26) and Made Textile and Apparel Exhibitions(November 1-4) were held at Guangzhou International Sourcing Centre, which displayed the fair's features of "extensiveness and specialization". With an exhibition area of 110,000 square meters and 5,000 international standard booths, the fair attracted nearly 3,000 enterprises from 34 countries and regions. As the co-host country of the 12th CISMEF, Malaysia organized 150 enterprises for the fair, with a total of 186 booths and a total exhibition area of nearly 3,000 square meters. Exhibitors were from industries such as food, clothing, living supplies, services and pharmaceuticals; exhibits included food and living suppliers hand-made in ancient ways, as well as clothes and drugs integrating modern technologies with the concept of environmental protection. YB Dato' Noraini Binti Ahmad, chairwoman of Malaysia External Trade Development Corporation, led a delegation to attend the 12th CISMEF and participate in relevant activities. According to incomplete statistics, in the exhibition period of three days and a half, Malaysian exhibitors signed letters of intent with a total amount of 187.5 million yuan.

II. Benefit of Co-hosting CISMEF
Co-hosting mechanism is an innovation of China International SME Fair (CISMEF). Inviting co-host countries' (organizations') small & medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) to the exhibition via co-host countries' governments or co-host organizations will greatly promote the entry of products and services of SMEs in these countries into China. Since 2005, CISMEF has invited countries and international organizations such as France, Italy, Japan, Korea, Spain, Australia, Thailand, Ecuador, Vietnam, Indonesia, Mexico and the United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation to co-host the exhibition, thus creating precious opportunities for pragmatic exchanges and cooperation among SMEs from around the world.

(i) Co-hosting CISMEF promotes practical cooperation between the two countries. Via CISMEF, co-host countries (organizations) not only organize SMEs for participation, exchanges and negotiations, but also conclude cooperation agreements with the Chinese government. At the 2nd CISMEF, the National Development and Reform Commission signed the Memorandum of China-France SME Cooperation with the Ministry of SMEs, France; at the 3rd CISMEF, the People's Government of Guangdong Province signed the Memorandum on Cementing SME Cooperation with Confindustria, Italy; at the 6th CISMEF, the Ministry of Industry and Information Technology concluded the Agreement on Cooperation in Industry, Communications, Informatization and SME Cooperation with the Ministry of Industry, Trade and Tourism, Spain.

(ii) Co-hosting CISMEF creates an important platform for entry into China. To SMEs from co-host countries (organizations), CISMEF will be an exhibition that provides the most governmental service resources and industrial (professional) resources, and presents the most pragmatic and efficient matchmaking activities and the widest variety of thematic forums. All these will create strong conditions for the entry of overseas SMEs' products and services into China, especially Guangdong. CISMEF has become an important bridge via which overseas SMEs' products and services enter China. During CISMEF, according to the industrial characteristics of SMEs from co-host countries (organizations), the Organizing Committee of CISMEF will organize various matchmaking activities for Chinese and foreign SMEs such as “point-to-point” matchmaking, free matchmaking and site recommendation, to practically and effectively promote trade cooperation and exchanges between SMEs from co-host countries (organizations) and SMEs from China. Based on co-host countries' (organizations') specific demands, the organizing committee will also establish a business promotion area in the exhibition hall for promotion activities. For SMEs from co-host countries or organizations, the organizing committee will organize the matchmaking of Chinese SMEs and overseas SMEs in a proportion of one to three.

(iii)  Co-hosting CISMEF is the best medium for promoting national images, folk customs and cultures. Over the past 11 years, co-host countries have gradually become a symbolic trait of CISMEF, as well as a focus of media and public attention. Every year, booths characteristic of the co-host country, exotic folk and cultural shows, product and service presentations in different styles, and colorful tourist resources in the co-host country's pavilion attracted flocks of visitors. The concentration of these elements vivified, concretized and enriched the co-host country's national image to make the Chinese public perceive the country's customs and practices, products and resources, and enhance their understanding of this country, thus promoting the country's national image, increasing bilateral trade and promoting investment cooperation.

III. Favorable Conditions offered to the Co-host Countries
(i) The Chinese side will provide each co-host country exhibition area free of charge in which a co-host country pavilion (or co-host country exhibition area) can be set up or a professional exhibition can be held in cooperation with the CISMEF Organizing Committee. The pavilion/exhibition area of the co-host country can be determined upon proposal by the cost-host country and through consultation with the Chinese side.

(ii) High-ranking officials on behalf of the host country will be invited to attend and address major events including the CISMEF welcome banquet, the opening ceremony, hall inspection and SME Summit. VIP services will be offered to government delegations from co-host countries to the CISMEF, such as pickup and see-off, event reception and vehicle transport.

(iii) Relevant departments of China and co-host countries will be pushed forward to conclude bilateral cooperative agreements on SME development; and a work meeting between leaders of the Chinese organizers (Ministry of Industry and Information Technology, the People’s Government of Guangdong Province, etc.) and high-ranking officials of co-host countries will be arranged.

(iv) The Chinese side will actively assist and cooperate with co-host countries in holding events such as economic and trade promotion, business investigation and cultural exchange during CISMEF.

(v) The Chinese side will send delegations to co-host countries for the publicity and promotion of CISMEF. The Chinese side will also actively assist and cooperate with co-host countries in conducting publicity and exhibitors & visitors recruitment in China.

(vi) Prior to the opening of CISMEF, Chinese enterprises and enterprises of co-host countries will be organized for early contact and project matchmaking according to progress of exhibitors from co-host countries. During CISMEF, Chinese enterprises and exhibitors from co-host countries will be organized for on-spot business matchmaking and negotiation in the proportion agreed on by both parties. On the spot, CISMEF exhibitors from co-host countries will be provided with translation services (primarily in English) free of charge in the exhibition hall.
(vii) Assistance will be given to exhibitors and enterprises to attend the CISMEF from co-host countries in such aspects as customs clearance, staff invitation, visa application, logistics and hotel reservation.

IV. Commitment of the Co-host Countries
(i) Based on the specific exhibition area confirmed with the Organizing Committee of CISMEF, the co-host countries should make good use of the exhibition area and cover all the expenses related such as pavilion design and construction, etc. Besides the display of products, technologies, and services of enterprises, the exhibition area can be used to demonstrate national image, tourism resources as well as featured culture.
(ii) The co-host country should organize the SMEs to participate the CISMEF so as to increase the bilateral exchanges and cooperation of SMEs and pave the way for their further cooperation.
(iii) The co-host country should dispatch officials at deputy ministerial level or higher level to lead the delegation to the 13th CISMEF and be present on the relevant official activities, such as meeting with Chinese officials, opening reception, pavilion tour, SME summit and SME seminar, etc.
V. The 13th China International SME Fair
Date:    Oct. 10-13, 2016 (International Exhibition Section)
Venue:   POLY World Trade Center Expo (International Exhibition Section)
(Address: 1000 Xingangdong Road, Haizhou District, Guangzhou)
